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AMATEUR PORTRAITS. 
Miss MontraGueE. 


Were time so plentiful with us that we 
could afford to sit down and weigh the indi- 
vidual merits of every amateur actress of our 
acquaintance, we could scarcely select one 
more deserving a portrait than Miss Mon- 
tague. We are unable to say when or 
where she made her first appearance ; but at 
the commencement of the year 1846 her 
performing at the Globe Theatre, Newing- 
ton (now no more) was such as to call forth 
our attention. We think it was as Mrs. 
Brulgruddery, in the good old comedy of 
“ John Bull,” that she first struck us as pos- 
sessing the rudiments of a good actress. The 
performing of that character gave great satis- 
faction. Of the characters we have seen her 
in since, her Lady Macbeth pleased us most. 
With an expressive countenance, a full voice, 
and a majestic bearing, she portrays the 
inhumanities of that barren and barbarous 
woman too minutely for the spectator to be 

other than impressed with it. Her Helen 
McGregor, Lady Capulet, Widow Melnotte, 
Gertrude, Emelia, and Helen in the ‘ Hunch- 
back,” are all performances for which we can 
most cordially commend her. At Bass’s 
Rooms, at the Cabinet, Eclectic Hall, and in 
fact, at every amateur theatre and every 
amateur club, Miss Montague is looked upon 
as the luminary requisite to complete an en- 
tertainment ; and the manner in which she 
anolies herself to study in order to meet the 





| 


requirements of all is no less generous than 

her amiable and lady-like conduct on all 

occasions is becoming. If we speak of her 

person we cannnot say otherwise than she is 

of good figure, pleasing features, a melodious 

voice, combined with pleasing manners, 
SOHO THEATRE. 

On Tuesday, the 20th instant, an extra 
performance came off at this theatre, for the 
benefit of Mr. Walter Greig, late of the 
Red Lion, King-street, Golden-square, whose 
late commercial misfortune has gained him 
the commisseration of his many sympathizing 
friends. The entertainments announced were 
the favourite o operatic drama of “ Rob Roy,” 
some incidental singing and dancing, and Mr, 
Buckstone’ scelebrated drama of “'The Dream 
at Sea.” Before seven o’clock the theatre 
was taken by storm, and some hundreds of 
persons were compelled to retrace their steps 
homeward : not a nook was left for their ac- 
commodation. Consequently, Mr. Mowbray 
very judiciously determined to repeat the 
entertainments, with one or two slight al- 
terations in the caste, on the following even- 
ing, Wednesday, when all outstanding tickets 
were available, ‘This obviated the refundment 
of cash to those who, having purchased 
tickets, were unable to obtain admission. 

The drama of “ Rob Roy,” as a whole, 
was performed in a remarkably efficient man- 
ner : indeed, we never before witnessed so 
perfeet a representation of the marvellous 
creations of Sir Walter Scott, as adapted to 
the stage at any minor house, Mr. Willing, 
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of the Lyceum and Olympic theatres, was the | very excellent manner in which he sustained 


Scottish hero ; and we never desire to witness 
a finer or more explicable delineation of the 
head of that clan, at the bare mention of 
whose name Scotland was once wont to 
tremble. It was sustained with all that 
robustness, nobility, and character for which 


the great novelist has ennobled the persecuted | 


McGregor. He was seconded in a no less 
effective manner by Mrs, Ilenderson, whose 
Ilelen McGregor was the theme of admiration 
ainongst the crowded auditory. She was the 
very life and breath of the invincible Scot’s 
wife, and evinced a boldness and a depth of 
feeling seldom excelled, at all events upon 
the minor stage. Mr. F. Charles was a 
pleasing, in fact a fascinating, Francis Osbal- 
diston, and sang the various airs in a most 
artistic manner. ‘This talented young gentle- 
man, who has become so great a favourite 
with the present frequenters of the Olympic 
Theatre, possesses a tenor voice of great 
beauty and compass, and was encored in 
every air that he sung. ‘ My Pretty Jane,” 
which he introduced in the third act, was 
received with acclamation, and this fact we 
accept as the best possible test of this gentle- 
man’s superior talents as a vocalist. We are 
sorry we cannot award the same praise to the 
Rashleigh Osbaldiston of Mr. J. Overton, of 
which he had at the best but a bad con- 
ception, whether as regarded his delivery or 
his action. Mr. Griffiths was a most pro- 
ficient Owen ; so proficient, that we do not 
believe any comedian upon the boards could 
excel his novel idea of the junior partner of 
the house of “ Osbaldiston and Co., Crane- 
alley, London.” This gentleman always 
does everything well, but his Owen was above 
that standard. The beneficiaire essayed the 
part of Bailie Nicol Jarvie in a most concise 
manner, and gave out the dialect with extra- 
ordinary precision and humour ; his conception 
was a thoroughly genuine one, and evinced 
nothing short of the greatest ability. In 
short, Mr. Walter Greig was just that kind 
of Bailie that Sir Walter Scott had in his 
“‘mind’s eye” when he committed it to his 
foolscap, and finally to the printer’s types. 
We can surely give him no larger praise, and 
no less does he deserve. Another thorough 
conception was that of the Dougal Creature, 
by Mr. McGeorge, which was personated 
with much vigour and simplicity. His en- 
counter with Captain ‘Thornton was remark- 
ably good. By the by, we must not forget 
fo give greatcredit to Mr. F. J. Preece for the 





the part of Captain Thornton. We never 
saw this brave officer of the English govern- 
ment better disposed of. ‘The Major Gal- 


braith of Mr. J. Russell was a good, bluff 


performance, and he gave “ A famous Man 
was Robin Hood” in a very characteristic 
style. Miss Agnes Fitzgerald was the Diana 
Vernon, and acquitted herself to much ad- 
vantage. The small part of Mattie, what 
there is of it, found a capital representative 
in Miss Clara Nichol. The subordinate parts 
were also well filled up ; and the dresses and 
wigs were of first-rate quality. 

Between the pieces Mr. George Beckett 
danced a nautical hornpipe and Miss Clara 
Ellar a military dance with their usual ability. 
The “ Dream at Sea,” with one or two ex- 
ceptions, was quite as well acted as the first 
piece. The finest piece of acting, however, 
was the Annie Trevanion of Mrs. Henderson, 
which character this talented lady portrayed 
in a very pathetic and forcible manner ; and, 
so far as her endeavours were concerned, not 
a point was lost throughout the drama. Mr. 
Lewis Nicholson was a creditable Launce 
Lynwood, and delineated the character in a 
very pointed manner. The Richard Penderil 
of Mr. G. Overton was respectable, and the 
Trevanion of Mr. Armer sufficient. Mr. 
Walter Greig was the Black Ralph, and in 
his assumption of this part—as contradis- 
tinguished from that of Bailie Nicol Jarvie— 
his versatility as an actor was made apparent. 
Although, however, it was not such a per- 
fect portraiture as his Bailie—which may 
positively be termed inimitable—there was 
still much character about it, and, but for a 
hoarseness which seemed to have taken pos- 
session of him, might have been something 
more. Mr. Henry Moreton also exhibited 
his versatile powers by appearing in a 
thoroughly new shape, and in no less a one 
than that of Alley Croker, What may we 
not expect of this gentleman after this ?— 
particularly when we here affirm, and that in 
the most conscientious manner, that his ren- 
dering of the character was equal to Wright's ; 
with this exception, that it was divested of 
Wright’s mannerism. Mr. Alexander as 
Tommy Tinkle, and Miss Clara Nichol as 
Biddy Nuts, kept the house in a continued 
roar by their very humorous and whimsical 
acting. The house was literally crammed, 
and the audience left it highly gratified with 
the entertainments that had been so liberally 
set before them. B. W. W. 
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ECLECTIC HALL. 
The lady and gentlemen amateurs belong- 


ing to this Club did themselves the pieasure 
of performing on Thursday last for the bene- 
fit of Mrs, Flexman, the proprietress of the 
Hall. ‘The Hall presented a goodly sprink- 
ling of the fair sex, with their lords and lovers, 
which we were most happy to see, for a more 
worthy and obliging, kind-hearted lady than 
Mrs. Flexman, we believe, does not exist ; 
this we suppose is inherited from her spouse, 
who is the prince of good fellows. The 
Comedy of the ‘ Honeymoon” was first on 
the programme of the evening. Mr. Moreland 
was the Duke, who looked like one by the 
habiliments he wore. He had formed a 
proper idea of the character, and appeared 
well up in the text; it was an even and 
gentlemanly performance, but not sufficiently 
dignified. ‘The Rolando of Mr. Stanton was 
soldier-like and easy. This character has a 
variety of situations, and all different—some - 
times the whimsical, satirical, woman-hater, 
then the bravado ; but at last the gentle, 
mild, devoted lover—all of which this gentle- 
man amateur assumed with great intelligence 
and ability ; he is apt to be rather monotonous 
at times, but more practice will correct this. 
The youg lover, Montalbon, was played very 
nicely by Mr. Cooper, who is making rapid 
strides in the profession. Mr. Reeves, al- 
though very much out of the text, made the 
comic part of Jaques irresistibly droll, and 
and caused incessant laughter. The young 
lady who assumed the character of Juliana 
has not sufficient physical power for the 
part, otherwise her conception of the charac- 
ter was good. Miss Russell made a spirited 
and coquettish Volante ; it is seldom we see 
this part acted so efficiently. The part of 
Zamora was undertook by Miss Harrison, for 
the first time. ‘This young lady has great 
natural ability, and by studious attention and 
regular practice bids fair to become, at no 
distant period, an ornament to the profession 
she aspires to. Her acting on this occasion 
was marked by genuine feeling and impulse ; 
the pathetic portions of the character were acted 
with great intensity and an earnestness that 
nearly approached reality ; indeed, the part 
(which is considered a minor one) is made by 
this young lady a most prominent one, for 
she gave it a new reading altogether, and, as a 
proof, stirred up the audience to enthusias- 
tic applause. Altog«ther the play was cast 
and acted adiirably. ‘I'he farce entitled the 





“Rough Diamond ” followed, Mr. J. Reeves 
undertaking the character of Sir William 
Evergreen, which he was most successful in 
displaying very considerable versatile talents. 
Mr. F. Stanton did all that the part of 
Captain Blenheim required ; and little Clif- 
ford was capital as Cousin Joe. Mrs. 
Campbell had not much to do as Lady 
Plato ; but that little was well done. Miss 
Harrison was the Margery who had a good 
conception of the character ; but we thought 
she rather over-acted it ; nevertheless, it was 
very clever. ‘ Susan Hopley” was the con- 
cluding piece, which was wellacted. Walter 
Gaveston was cleverly acted by Mr. J. Miller, 
who has a most gentlemanly demeanour on 
the stage, and who went through the panto- 
mimic portion with music with artistic effect. 
The atting in the scene where the murder is 
supposed to take place was done with ex- 
cellent effect ; and here we must congratulate 
the manager upon the new scenery introduced, 
and the excellence of its appearance. Mr. 
Church deserves our meed of praise for his 
painstaking in the character of Remardou. 
Dickey Dean was a prominent character, and 
the costermonger lost none of his importance 
in the hands of T. Clifford. Messrs. Kennedy, 
Byron, Herbert, Smith, and Anderton were 
sufficient adjuncts to the well acting of the 
drama. We were much pleased with Miss 
Sydney as Susan Hopley, who acted in a 
perfect natural style, and who gained well 
merited applause ; she looked innocent and 
pretty, and displayed much intelligence. ‘The 
other female characters were well got 
through by Mesdames Holbrook, Phillips, 
Jackson, and Campbell. A word in favour 
of Mr. Clarkson’s assistance, the perriequier, 
who has the happy knack of making up the 
various characters to the very life. The dresses 
provided by Mr. Harrison were appropriate 
and good. 





Grectan.—A new drama, with the extraordi- 
nary title of “The Angel of Darkness,” will be 
produced at this house this evening. 

Vicrorta.—A grand melodrama, entitled ‘The 
Destruction of the Bastille,” will be the leading 
card at this theatre this week. 

On Thursday evening, the 9th instant, some 
gentlemen, residing at St. John’s Wood, gave a 
private theatrical entertainment at the King and 
Queen Assembly Rooms, before a large number of 
friends. The performances consisted of the 
“ Porter’s Knot,” and the “ Heir at Law ;” and 
the success was so great, that they have been re 
quested to give a public representation, which 
will take place at an early date, with the addition 
of some selections from “ Otbello.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 





An Actor.—Is too late for this week. 

N. Siicut.— We will make a research, and let you 
know in our next. 

H. Sevmour.—IJf you will look at the Eclectic Hall 
advertisement in our columns, you will see the infor- 
mation you require. 


R. F.—The price of our Editor’s Portrait is 2s. 6d.; | 
to be had at Lacy’s, Bookseller, Strand. We have | 


not decided upon the article you speak of. We have 
no intention of publishing the other portrait. 

A Z—The Club you speak of —The Globe Histrionics 
—meet at the Globe Tavern, Derby-street, Gray’s 
Inn-road. There are some very experienced and 
clever amateurs belonging to the Club. They meet 
every Wednesday evening. 
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CHARACTERS FROM THE 
DRAMA OF LIFE. 
No. IV. 
THE DRAMATIC ADAPTOR. 
By FE. Wituis Friercuer. 


“—— but directors of the British stage consider it 
cheaper to steal what is shapeless, and hew it out un- 
fashionably, than to pay for what is just and appro- 
priate. ‘They love penny speculations; and,if they bad 
to build St. Peter’s, would try hard to do it with old 
canvas and wicker-work.’’—Decline of the Drama.* 


The present paper is upon a class of 
gentlemen(?) who are, in a great measure, 
the main cause of the existing degeneration 
of the Drama, and who are assisted or en- 
couraged by the managers of the theatres. 
We mean that class of men who are known 


as “ hack authors,” or, to speak more respect- 
fully (though they hardly deserve it), Dramatic 
Adaptors. 

If any of our readers have ever seen stand- 
ing at the stage door of a theatre, generally 
one of the minor houses—although, we are 
sorry to say, the major houses are not 
altogether free from the infection—a man of 
shabby-genteel appearance, pale, lean, and 
“used up,” they may at once set him down for 
the Dramatic Adaptor of the establishment. 
Ile is not to be mistaken for the “ property 
man,” nor for the fourth violin—mind that. 
There’s no mistaking the man; there’s no 
mistake about that. He seems to be of very 
different material from any of the other 


* See Douglas Jerrold's “Shilling Magazine,’ | 


Vol. IL, 


| artistes engaged at the theatre, and presents 

an admirable and striking likeness to a decayed 

| and broken down undertaker. But, to make 
the reader familiar with the man, let him 
summon Patience to his side, and oblige us 
by conning our paper over, and by so doing 
he will favour us, and become better acquainted 
with the Dramatic Adaptor. 

Mr. Pilferton Mincingly is the sole lessee 
| and manager of the Melo-jumble Theatre, 
situated on “ t’other side o’ the vater,” anda 
very sharp, red-faced, bustling, hard-working, 
hard-swearing, cheapest-way-of-doing-busi- 
ness sort of man Mr. Pilferton Mincingly is, 
too. He had had a very fair run of luck for 
a few weeks in consequence of his being 
fortunate enough to produce a piece that 
“took.” But that being over, Mr. Mincingly 
was in want of something new—new in one 
sense, secondhand in the other—and as he lay 
one morning in bed he hit on an idea, a 
capital idea, as the following will, it is hoped, 
clearly show. 

Screne.—Mr. Pilferton Mincingly’s Bedroom. 
Periop.—The Present Day. ‘TIME 0° 
Day—Five Minutes past Ten, a.m. Mr. 
P. M. discovered in bed, studying a part 
in a new farce—new and original as the 
posters would make believe, but translated 
from the French nevertheless—he was 
to “do,” the next Monday night. 

‘“‘ Capital idea, fine idea, very !” 
Mr. Pilferton Mincingly. 

This was the capital idea—fine idea :—In 
a penny weekly publication, called the 
“ Tablet of Horrors,” was being published a 
tale of “ startling interest,” which did in no 
way belie its title, said title being “ The 
Blood-stained Ruffian; or, The Castle of 
Many Murders, on the Blasted Heath !” 
Yes, this was what Mr. Mincingly thought 
of as he lay in bed learning his part, and 
watching a fly crawl lazily over the ceiling 
as he half closed his eyes, while he repeated 
the last half-dozen lines to see if he were 
perfect. 

“Egad !” exclaimed the manager of the 
Melo-jumble, jumping out of bed, and drag- 
ging the clothes along with him, much to the 
indignation of Mrs. M., who was thus left 
entirely uncovered, with a strong draught of 
wind, a regular “ nor’-wester ” in fact, blow- 
jing through the key-hole of the bedroom 
| door—“ gad, I have hit on something good 
|now. First-class, really. Plenty of incidents, 
lots of excitement, and beautiful combats. 


cried 





| Oh! the very thing to fill the house for two 
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months at least.” Mr. Mincingly proceeded | 
to dress rapidly, conversing to himself the | 


while, for Mrs, Mincingly had again reclined 
into the downy arms of old Somnus, and 
chuckling loudly at his success—in per- 
spective. 

“Tt’s sure to do,” said Mr. Mincingly to 
the furthest post of his bedstead, “I’m quite 
confident of that. Look at the title,” he 
continued (to Mr. David Garrick, tragedian, 
author, and manager, who was hanging in a 
cheap gilt frame over the mantelpiece); “ only 
fancy, in large characters in red and white, 
“ The Blood-stained Ruffian ; or, The Castle 
of Many Murders, on the Blasted Heath !” 
Oh! beautiful. If it does'nt draw full 
benches for six weeks at the least, my name’s 
not Mincingly, and I’m not the manager of 
the Melo-jumble, that’s all. ll see Pick- 
ings this very morning about it, that I will.” 

Be it our duty, now, to pen a few words 
about Mr. Pickings, the gentleman named by 
Mr. Mincingly. Mr. Cutemup Pickings 
was the Dramatic Adaptor of the Melo- 
jumble Theatre, and does any kind of jobs 
in the way of hashing, hacking, or slashing, 
or any other little bits of work, all of which 
might be justly classed under the head of 
* pilferings.” 

To return to Mr. Mincingly. That 
worthy manager had an early breakfast— 
that is, for a professional gentleman—and, 
after again reading his part in the farce while 
munching his toast and studying himself in 
the mirror, he sallied out, and made the best 
of his way to the Melo-jumble, at which 
place of public amusement he arrived about 
eleven o'clock. He instantly inquired if 
Pickings was in the house; and being 
answered in the affirmative, he orders the 
eall-boy to tell C. P. he is wanted, and P. M. 
enters his private room to await the coming 
of the Dramatic Adaptor. He has not been 
seated long before Pickings makes his appear- 
ance, looking rather the worse for wear, and, 
to judge from his personal appearance, a good 
steak, with greens and potatoes, would be of 
some benefit to him; and if the dose was 
repeated often, we have no doubt but what 
the rotundity of his person would be greatly 
increased, The gentlemen politely salute 


each other, and then proceed to business—Mr. | 


Pickings with much pleasure, it is evident, 
for it is some time now since he has done any 
good, really good job for Mr. Pilferton 
Mincingly, of the Melo-jumble Theatre. 


( To be continued.) 


| Theatres, 


HAYMARKET. 

On Monday evening, Miss Amy Sedgwick 
made her rentree on the Haymarket boards, 
in the character of Rosalind, in Shakspeare’s 
comedy of “ As You Like It,” the theatre 
being crowded with an audience eager to give 
a hearty welcome to the popular artiste. 
We will at once admit that she possesses 
many requisites for the part of Rosalind— 
youth, good looks, and a certain frankness 
and cheerfulness which seem natural to her. 
There is an earnestness, too, in her manner, 
which, in some of the more serious portions 
of the part, as in the scene with the Duke, 
in the first act, produced a fine effect, She 
was most enthusiastically cheered throughout 
her performance, and she has added to her 
already well-earned fame an additional wreath 
of popular favour, Mr. Howe, as the 
melancholy Jaques, pleased us much. As 
the representative of the genuine English 
clowns of Shakspeare Mr. Compton has now 
no rival on the stage. Mr. W. Farren per- 
sonated Orlando with commendable care ; 
Mr. Rogers gave a serious importance to the 
part of the banished Duke ; aad Mr. Chip- 
pendale, in the finely-drawn character of old 
Adam, played admirably—we might, indeed, 
go so far as to say it was the best-acted part 
in the comedy. Mrs, Wilkins, if she does 
not come up to Mrs. Keeley, or the late Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam, in her personation of Audrey, 
rendered it with a true perception of the 
character of the unsophisticated country girl. 
Miss M. Ternan made a pretty and interest- 
ing Celia. ‘The other characters were fairly 
supported. 


PRINCESS’S. 
On Saturday, Mr. Augustus Harris as- 
sumed the control of the establishment, with 





a company composed of a selection of arlistes 
| from Mr. Kean’s corps, some popular favourites 
from other metropolitan theatres, and few 
provincial celebrities, who had not hitherto 
appeared before a London audience. 
Amongst the latter we% may specialize Mr. 
| Harcourt Bland, a light comedian of high 
standing in the Theatres Royal Dublin and 
| Glasgow, where he has played for a number 
| of years ; Miss Louisa Keeley, a young lady 
, of decided talent, whose name should give 
| promise of excellence ; and Miss Kate Saville, 
‘a juvenile actress of repute in the provinces. 
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Besides these, Mr. Harris has strengthened | 


his corps de ballet by the engagement of 


Mons. Petit, from the Academie Imperiale | 
de Musique, Paris; and Madlle. Villier, a | 
brilliant danseuse, also from the Academie | 
de Musique, who made their debut last | 


evening before an English audience. Mrs. 
Charles Young, Mrs. Weston, Miss Charlotte 
Lecercq, Mr. H. Widdicomb, Mr. Frank 
Matthews, Mr. Saker, Mr. Cathcart, Mr. 
J. G. Shore, Mr. Graham, and Mr. Meadows 
are names with which the London play-going 
public are well acquainted, and, with several 
others whom we have not specified, form a 
well-selected working company for general 
dramatic purposes. During the interval of 
less than a month, between Mr. Kean’s 
closing and Mr Harris’s opening of the theatre, 
the new lessee has effected a wonderful 
change in the appearance of the interior of 
the house, which has been completely re- 
decorated, in a costly and tasteful manner, 
from designs and under the superintendence 
of Mr. E. W. Bradwell. 

The opening piece was an adaptation from 
“Un Roman d’un Pauvre Jeune Homme,” 
by Mr. John Oxenford, who has, in a very 
artistic manner, employed materials which re- 
quired considerable alteration and modification 
to render them fit for the English stage ; 
after which the National Anthem was sung 
by the whole company, Madame Rudersdorff 
taking the first, and Miss Rebecca Isaacs the 
second stanza. Mr. Planche’s new and 
fanciful dramatic sketch, after the manner of 
the old French comediettas, entitled ‘ Love 
and Fortune,” illustrated by some exquisitely 
painted scenery by Beverley, with a very 
pretty ballet as a pendant to this elegant trifle, 
concluded the performances, but at so late an 
hour that we are unavoidably compelled to 
postpone our notice of it till next week. The 
theatre was crowded to overflowing. 





CELEBRATED ACTORS IN BY- 
GONE DAYS. 
JACK BANNISTER AND GARRICK. 

John Bannister used frequently to relate 
the following accurate detail of his own per- 
sonal reception by the celebrated Garrick : 

“I was,” says this admirable comedian, “ a 
student of painting at the Royal Academy, 
when I was introduced to Mr. Garrick, under 
whose superior genius the British stage then 
flourished beyond all former example. 

“One morning [I was shown into his 





dressing-room, when he was before the glass 
preparing to shave. A white nightcap 
covered his forehead, his chin and cheeks 
enveloped in soap-suds, a razor cloth upon 
his left shoulder, and a razor in his hand, 
turned with much dexterity to and fro. 
“Eh! well!—what, young man—so— 
Eh? You are still for the stage ?—Well, 
now, what character do you, should you like, 
eh ?” 

“T should like to attempt Hamlet, sir.” 

“Eh? what! Hamlet the Dane? 
Zounds ! that’s bold—a—Have you studied 
the part ?” 

**T have, sir.” 

“Well, don’t mind my shaving ; speak 
your speech—the speech to the ghost—I can 
hear’you : come, let’s have a roll and a tumble” 
(a phrase he often used), 

* After a few hums and haws, and dispos- 
ing of my hair, so that it might stand on end 
like porcupine quills, I supposed my father’s 
ghost before me, armed cap-a-pie, and off I 
started :— 

Angels and ministers of grace defend us! 

(He wiped the razor.) 

Be thou a spirit of health, or goblin damn’d? 
(He strapped it.) 
Bring with thee airs from heaven or blasts from hell? 
(He shaves on.) 

Thou com’st in such a questionable shape 

That I will speak to thee: [')] call thee Hamlet! 


King, father, royal Dane !—Oh, answer me: 
Let me not burst in ignorance.” 


(He lathers again.) 


I concluded with, as usual— 
Say, why is this? wherefore? what should we dot” 


But still I continued my attitude, expecting the 
praise due to my exhibition, which I was 
booby enough to fancy could only be equalled 
by himself ; but, to my eternal mortification, 
he turned quick upon me, brandished the 
razor in his hand, and thrusting his _half- 
shaved face close up to mine, he made such 
horrible mouths at me, that I thought he 
was seized with insanity, and I showed more 
symptoms of fear than at my father’s ghost. 

“Angels and ministers! yaw—whaw ! 
maw !” 

“ However, I soon perceived my own vanity 
by his ridicule. He finished shaving, put on 
his wig, and with a smile of good nature he 





took me by the hand— Come,” said he, 
' ‘young gentleman, Eh! let us now see 
| what we can do,” 
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“ He spoke the speech—how he spoke it, 
those only who ever heard him can only tell, 
but never forget it.” “ There,” said he, “ young 
gentleman ; and when yon try that speech 
again, give it more passion and less mouth.” 


—(Boaden’s Life of Mrs. Siddons.) 





Cheatrical Gossip, 


City oF Lonpon.—The summer season of this 
theatre terminated on Saturday, and Mr. Searle 
laid down the managerial reins, which he has 
held for some months past with credit, and, we 
trust, profit to himself. Messrs. Johnson and 
Nelson Lee will shortly re-open the house for the 
winter campaign. 

Mary.esone.—Mr. George Belmore’s benefit, 
on Wednesday evening, was a bumper, some 
hundreds having to be refused admission. The 
performances consisted of “ The Love Test,” “ His 
First Champagne,” and the last act of “‘ Richard 
IIL.,” the part of Gloucester being undertaken by 
the beneficiaire, also the low comedy parts in the 
other pieces, all of which obtained deserved 
success. 

Miss Foxy, who was young once, says that 
cream may be frozen by simply putting it into a 
glass vessel, and then placing the whole in an old 
bachelor’s bosom. 


Hotioway’s Pitts AND OINTMENT.—DIARRH@A, 
CuoLeRA.—In summer disordered digestion is apt 
to prevail, which should never be neglected, as it 
is almost sure to terminate, in hot weather, either 
in diarrhea or cholera—both of which diseases 
now have their weekly number of deaths recorded 
against them. Fcr indigestion, flatulence, heart- 
burn, constipation, and biliousness, no medicine 
ever prescribed can compare with Holloway’s 
pills and ointment. The latter rubbed on the 
skin of the abdomen effects most salutary changes 
in every abdominal organ—an advantage of the 
greatest importance in some diseases, where 
medicine, given internally, might irritate the 
stomach, fret the bowels, and aggravate existing 
evils. The ingredients used in preparing these 
pills and ointment are incapable of injuring the 
most delicate. 


National Assembly Rooms, High Holborn, 
oo for the Season. This establish- 

ment, pre-eminently distinguished for the 
elegance and matchless beauty of its decorations, 
combined with the perfection of its management, is 
open every evening. Great alterations and improve- 
ments have been made during the recess, and nothing 
has been left undone that can enhance the beauty of 
the place or increase the comfort of the visitors. 
Doors open at half-past eight; overture at nine, 
closing at twelve punctually. Admission, Is. 

Mr. Arthur Young at Barnsbury Hall, 
\ ime Celebrated Shakspearian Reader will give his 
THIRD SERIES of READINGS 

In Islington, on the following Evenings, viz.:— 

“ Macbeth,” 11th October ; 

“The Merchant ef Venice,” 13th October; 

“ Othello,” 20th October; and 

“ Richard ILL,” 22nd October. “* 











MRS. EMILIUS HOLCROFT’S POPULAR 
LECTURES. 


Last Time in Town this Season. 


| St MARTIN’S HALL, Thursday, Sept. 29th— 


“The Curiosities of Dress’ (formerly entitled 
Crinoline), Illustrated by some Lilliputian Models. 
SOUTHWARK LITERARY INSTITUTE, 
Borough-road, Monday, Oct. 3rd—“ Merry Thoughts 
on a Dull Subject,” including the favourite Dramatic 
Recital, entitled “ Angeline’s Ache of Heart.” 
SHAFTESBURY HALL, Aldersgate-street, 
Tuesday, Oct. 4th—* The Strong-minded Woman.” 
Doors open at 8, commence at half-past, and 
conclude at 10. 


Admission, 6d.; Reserved Seats, 1s. 


HIGHBURY BARN. 
E CHATEAUX DE FLEURS DE LON- 
DRES.—Leviathan Platform—Thousands of 
geraniums in bloom—Brilliantly illuminated gar- 
dens— Wonderful improvements at the Barn. OPEN 
EVERY DAY. Band of Forty. 








BHARRISON’S 
Theatrical Costume Warehouse, 
31, Bow-sTREET, W.C., OPPOSITE THE Roya 
ITALIAN OPERA. 


ENTLEMEN’S New and Costly Costumes lent 
for Amateur Performances, Costume Balls, 
&c., and made to order. Scenery, Flags, and De- 
corations lent on the most reasonable terms, in Town 
or Country. Ladies’ Costumes of every description, 
in velvets, satins, brocades, &c., for sale or hire, and 
made to order by Mrs. Harrison, Theatrical Cos- 
tumier to the principal ladies in the profession. 


Copy the Address,—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 
ANTED a few Members to cousin a Club, 
held at the Albion Hall, Kingsland, near the 
“Fox.” For particulars, apply, by letter only, to R. S. 
22, Earl-street, Finsbury, E.C. 





SHAKESPEARE FOR THE MILLION! 


ILLOUGHBY’S Cheap and Popular Edition 
of Shakespeare, each play complete and un~ 
abridged. Price Srepenee. List of the plays :— 


1. Macbeth 18, Hamlet o- a por- 
2. TheMerchantof Venice trait of Shakspeare) 
3. Julius Cesar 19. Othello 

4. King John 20. The Comedy of Errors 


5. The Tempest 21. Romeo and Juliet 
6. A Midsummer Night’s| 22. King Henry IV. pt. 1 


Dream 23. All’s Well that Ends 
7. Twelfth Night Well 
8 The Merry Wives of | 24. King Henry IV. pt. 2' 
Windsor 25. King Henry V. 


9. As You Like It 26. King Henry VI. pt. 1 
10. Measure for Measure | 27. King Henry VI. pt. 2 
11. King Richard II. 28. King Henry VI. Rt 3 
12. A Winter’s Tale 29. King Henry VII , 
13. Much Ado About No-| 30. King Lear _ 

thing 31. Titus Andronicus 
14.Two Gentlemen of | 32. King Richard ILI. 

Verona 33. Pericles. 
15.The Taming of the} 34. Cymbeline 

Shrew 35. Antony & Cleopatra 
16. Timon of Athens 36. Troilus and Cressida 
17. Love’s Labour’s Lost | 37. Coriolanus 
38. Life of Shakspeare 


& Co. 26, Smithfield, Sold 





London: Willoughb 





Further particulars in future Advertisements. 


vi 
by Henry Lea, 22, Warwick-lane. 
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MADAME TUSSAUD'S EXHIBITION, 
T the BAZAR, BAKER STREET.—Portrait 
models of characters of great interest at the 
resent period :—His Holiness the Pope, Napoleon 
IL., the Emperor of Austria, the King of Sardinia, 
the King of Naples, Garibaldi, and Baron Poerio. 
yong ls.; extra room, 64. Open from eleven 
till ten. 


| 
| 
| 





JUST CUT, 


A Faithful Portrait of Mr. W. Bestow, 
20 Years Editor of the “ Theatrical 
Journal” 


ite having been the request of several Amateur 

Clubs, and the Profession in general, that a Por- 
trait of this Gentleman should be taken by subscrip-~ 
tion, Mr. James, of the Liverpool-road, Islington, a 
well-known artist amongst the Profession, having 
executed a striking likeness, Amateurs and the Pub- 
lic are informed the same may be obtained on appli- 
cation at the office, 29, Holywell-street, Strand; 
Harriss, 25, Bow-street, Covent Garden; Lacy, 
Bookseller, opposite Southampton-street, Strand ; 
and at 35, Lower RKosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 


Price 2s. 6d. 





Health for all Mankind. 


HE greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 
imitate which is felony. Beware of imitations. 


ECLEOCTIC HALL. 
J. FLEXMAN 


] EGS to announce to the Amateur Public that he 
has made great alterations and improvements 
in his theatre, which has made it the most complete 
theatre in London for private performances, having 
a raised stage of three feet six inches, sixteen feet 
wide, thirteen feet high; drop curtain, with a depth 
of stage twenty-seven feet ; dressing-rooms with every 
comfort for ladies and gentlemen. To be Let on 
moderate terms. The following casts of plays and 
farces are being made up:— “ Othello,” “ Merchant 
of Venice,” “ William Tell,” “ Whitefriars,” for which 
a few characters are to dispose of. Any gentleman 
wishing to take a part in either of the above can do 
so by applying at the Hal), at any hour, 18, Denmark- 
street, Crown-street, Soho. A farce or two-act drama 
to dispose of, to come off on September 23; terms low. 
Any lady or gentleman wishing to become a member 
of the Eclectic Club can do so by applying at the 
Hall, at any time—terms Is. 61. per week, including 
stage dresses; Manager, Mr. J. P. Brown. The Club 
meets every Friday evening, from eight to eleven. 
The characters of Lady Teazle, in the “ School for 
Scandal,” and Desdemona, in “ Othello,” are to be | 
dispused of on reasonable terms. Any lady wishing 
to play either of those characters must apply at the 
Hall, personally, on Friday next. 


Costumier to the Theatre, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street. 


All communications to be addressed to J. Fiexman, | 
18, Denmark -street, Crown-street, Soho. 








PHOTOGRAPHIC GALLERY, 


11, MOUNT ROW, LIVERPOOL ROAD, 
ISLINGTON. 


MRS R. FAMES 


] EGS to announce that he bas made considerable 

additions to his “premises, enlarged his glass 
house, and is forming a Gallery of Portraits of 
Theatrical and Musical Celebrities. The following 
Ladies and Gentlemen have honoured him with 
sittings during the last few months, some of whom 
are represented in five characters, also in Stereoscopic 
Slides. 
S. Puetrs, Esq. 

| Mr. Love, the Polyphonist 

Mr. Lewis Ball 
Mr. Ray 
Mr. W. H. Eburne 
Mr. Rayner 
Mr. Belford 
Mr. Williams 
Mr. George Tedder 
Mr. R. C., Field 
Mr. Morton 
Mr. Charles Dickson 


Miss Atkinson 

Miss Caroline Heath 
Mrs. Charles Young 
Miss Edith Heraud 
Miss Fitzpatrick 
Miss M. Eburne 
Miss Poole 

MisgeC. Parkes 
Mrs. R. Honner 
Mr. Ryder 

Mr. H. Marston 
Mr. F. Robinson 








Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





Keating’s Persian Insect Destroying 
Powder. 


‘oe Powder is quite harmless to animal life, but 
is unrivalled in destroying Fleas, Bugs, Emmets, 
Flies, Cockrcaches, Beetles, Gnats, Musquitoes, 
Moths in Furs, and every species of Insects in all 
stages of metamorphosis, Sportsmen will find this 
an invaluable remedy for destroying Fleas in their 
Dogs, as also Ladies for their Pet Dogs; and 
sprinkled about the nests of Poultry, it will be found 
extremely efficacious in exterminating those Insects 
with which they are usually infested. It is perfectly 
harmless in its nature, and may be applied without 
any apprehension, as it has no qualities deleterious to 
animal life. In packets, post free for 14, or treble 
size for 36 postage-stamps, by Tuos. KeatInG, 
Chemist, 79, St. Paul’s Churchyard, London, E.C.,; 
“ West Harrington, Sunderland. 
“ May 10tb, 1859. 

“Dear Sir,—You will please to send two packets 
of your Perstan Insect Destroyinc Powper 
I find it very efficacious in destroying Bugs. We 
have used it to our satisfaction, and have recem- 
mended it to our neighbours, and have been re- 
quested to send for some for them,’’ &c. 





Printed by J. T. Picknunn, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o'clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestrow; and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick lave; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road; Gilbert, Paternoster-row, 
Harris, 25, Bow-street, Covent-garden; Purkess, 0, 


Compton-street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; ani 
all Booksellers and Newsvendors.—To be had, by order, 
in any of the Provincial Towns, 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 35, Lower Roseman street, Clerkenwell. 
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